The lovely old manor house of Château Ferrande is situated in the village of Castres- Gironde and was
completely rebuilt at the end of the 19th century. The Estate enjoys a long and illustrious history; there is
evidence of a Roman presence in Castres in the first century BC, leading us to surmise that it was a lively
location in those times, and over the years the Château has seen a succession of important owners. Amiral
Delnaud was at the helm when, in 1992, the property was acquired by the Castel family after 16 years of
property management. The unique character of the estate wines, coupled with a constant quest for quality,
have put the name of Château Ferrande firmly on the world map, and allowed it to be accepted into the
prestigious “Union des Grands Crus”.

THE VINEYARD
The vineyards of Château Ferrande lie in the heart of the Graves Appellation, whose very specific
terroir is of huge benefit to its 94 hectares of vines (89 hectares of red, 5 hectares of white).
The soil is mainly sand and gravel with a surface of large pebbles which promote good drainage
and help retain heat overnight. These conditions encourage rapid ripening and the production of
elegant, stylish wines. High planting density (9,600 vines per hectare) ensures that the grapes
are full of flavour and elegance while still remaining highly concentrated.

THE CELLAR

The wine-making facilities at Château Ferrnade are innovation itself. From temperature controlled
stainless steel vats through to specifically designed wine presses, every effort is made to preserve
the perfect quality of the grapes grown with such care on the Graves terroir. After careful
vinification, the reds are blended and prepared for 12 – 14 months maturing in oak barrels. To
preserve their elegance, Château Ferrande wines are fined with egg white before being bottled.

PEOPLE

Château Ferrande is almost like a second nature to Marc Maintenat, director and helmsman at the
estate. He has lost count of the number of years he has spent learning to “understand and control this most
generous yet demanding of environments”. Year after year he has worked to produce wines which evoke
their terroir – clean, fresh, elegant, and at ease with fine cuisine. As an experienced and exacting winemaker, Marc recognises better than most “the fragile nature of balanced wines”. Creating such wines, whose
true strength lies in their richness and elegance, is akin to mastering the tightrope– and Marc Maintenat
walks it with great aplomb.
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